1. POSITIVE BONDING BEHAVIORS

and Immediate Warning Flags

2. DOMINANCE BEHAVIORS &

UNDERSTANDING
, BEHAVIOR SIGNALS

Decoding Lagomorph Body Language, Hierarchy Dynamics,
@

3. DANGER SIGNS

®

Signs of trust, comfort & connection W ESTABLISHING ORDER b High stress or active aggression—
Normal social negotiation—monitor closely intervene immediately!
WUTUAL ALLOGROOMING ' BEHAVIOR ., | PURPOSERCONTEXT = WHATTODO | THE “TORNADO"
Licking the fn.rethhfd' " ' HEADSLDING ¢ Dominantrabbit | ALLOW. ITﬁliTS UP, ““*F“"‘_m_
EYEs, OF Bars is . gol ( R Lok thervwark | Rabbits bite while spinning
standard of affection (GROOMING ¥ in a circle. Can cause
REQUESTS) - to the ground it out unless it e
and acceptarll;e, . under another's leads to deep, SErQUS Injurigs,
chin, asking to frustration or
i nipging. £\ BOXING & SWATTING
FLOPPING & SPRAWLING . Rising on hind legs and
A relaxed flop or full MOUNTING Establishes top- MONITOR. striking forward with
sprawl shaws they feel (FORWARD) rank status, Can Limit to 10-15 frant paws.
completely safe around \ happen in any sec. Stop if it
each other. spayed/neutered causes stress or A LUNGING WITH
pair. S chosingy FLATTENED EARS
PARALLEL LOAFING | Head low, ears flat back,
Sitting side-by-side fike L 4 FACE (REVERSE) High risk of bites  INTERRUPT weight forward. A clear
twa loaves of bread MOUNTING 4 to eyes, ears, IMMEDIATELY. warning of an attack.
means comfortable fsbnoi SUSTAINED BITING
coexistence, i A . .
CHASING Testingspeedd | ALLOW BRIEFLY. i o)
EATING TOGETHER KT RINEATS) boundaries ina | Mervene fit to punchire wounds
Sharing hay or greens . neutral space. hecomes and bleeding.
Fully i of th relentless or
zm m’ 1 ““; " cornering, A PERSISTENT CHASING
ongest signs of a 1 i
devéloging bentl NIPPING Quickriptosay | OBSERVE, :ﬂ“::“i“'":u“ n.
(MILD) "move” or "groom | OK if brief & e ::oﬂ'l
me." doesn't break prev?nts s o
MIRRORED GROOMING ' <kin. rabbit from escaping.
Grooming at the same - CHIN RUBBING Deposits scent HARMLESS. ‘l TAIL RAISED +
time shows synchroniz (CHINNING) to mark territory Normal seant STIFF POSTURE
comfort and trust. or the other marking. High arousal, anger
rabbit. or readiness to attack.
SOFT NOSING / NUZZLING & MILD FUR May happen MONITOR. A LOUD BRUXISM «
Not paying attention to PULLING dilfing soctal Stepit e ted, (TOOTH GRINDING) -
RSl A negotiation. ::Lm i.-:;.:'m Loud, harsh grinding with o
huge milestone! A tense posture = severe =
I Bt rabbit ALLOW stress, anger or pain.
= ;
want to be Usually A PERSISTENT PANIC
groomed first. !‘ewh‘es on Frantic escape attempts,
its awn, | banging into walls, rapid
N il breathing, refusing food.
SAFETY FUIST: e ci b st soparee bt i, o
=3. BONDING BASICS SETTIHG YDUR Rﬂ BBITS UP FOR SUCCESS {giissiefwimiyasinani iy
START SHORT NEUTRAL SPACE FOOD CAN HELP SPAY/NEUTER SUPERVISE ‘ *+  osLow
Begin with 5-10 Use an area neither Dffer hay and greens FIRST ALWAYS AT NIGHT
minute sessions. rabbit has claimed. to create positive Wait at Jeast Suparvise all Until Fully bonded, Patiance i key.
Increase gradualty Cleaned hallway, associations. Remave 4-B weeks post- interactions until house in separate Progress is not
a5 thiry relax. bathoom, of Toad if it causes surgery before the bond is stable enclosures side-by- linsar—celebrate
exercise pen works possession of formal bonding. and trustworthy. side with a safe small wins!
best. aggression, barrier.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ)

(J: Hew long sheuld each bonding session last? (J: Why do rabbits pull out tuffs of fur? ([): My rabbits are ignoring each other. Is that good?
A: Start with 5-10 minutes in a neutral space. f: Miner fur pulling can happen during social Az Usually yes! Peaceful indifference means
Increase gradually as rabbits show more negotiation. Stop if it becomes repeated, «"i;,-J they feel safe encugh net to monitor
relaxed body language. aggressive or causes skin injury. ‘:4.- or challenge.
(J: What is a neutral space? ] a (J: How do I tell the difference between a fight (): Why does one rabbit always ask
Az Anarea neither rabblt has ever been to. m and normal chasing? to be groomed?
Clean & scent-free with no hidden corness oot iy i A: Mormal chasing is brief and staps on its own. L A: Head sliding means "please groom me”,
or claimed items. = Fighting is relentless, includes biting, boxing i It's normal social communication.
ca or “lomada” spinning.
Q: Sheuld | faed them treats during bonding? Q: 1s it normal for bonded rabbits to have Q: Can banded rabbits lose their band?
Az Yex, lealy greens or healthy treats ean halp. i
" Ramove food i sither rabbit becomes. miforSusblliest Az es [Bnses; pain long deperation
5 A Yes! Short disagreements resolve quickly «or major changes can disnupt it.
POSSeREivE Of ERpgressive.
witheut injury er prelenged fear. Rebond slowty if neoded,
@Q: Can unspayed/unneutered rabbits bond? Q: Should | separate at night in early bonding? Q: How long daes it take to fully band?
A Mot recomimendac. Wall:$-8 verka A: Yes. Until fully bonded, keep them in & A: Days to months—thare's no set timeling,
post-spay/neuter for best results, separate enclosures side-by-side with a Facus on steady im|
provemint, not speed.
safe barrier.
[J: What if a bonding session goes badly? (J: What is the best sign that bonding
A: Separate safely, Let them decompress - Q: One rabbit seems terrified. What should 1 do? | is succeeding? )
insid-oy s ncoses S dow (3 A: ‘Separate immadiately. Shorten sasions A S o S o
: ; space i recove
and try again. and go slowar to build thelr confidence. ! ] after disagresments.
) & h' Rabbits communicate through subtle body language. of NEED HELP? y
= oIs '. 2 L By learning their signals, going slow, and pricritizing safety, e Consult a rabbit ALY b
i bunnles «3% . youcan help your rabbits build a strong, trusting bond for life, W 1. W’ experianced rabbit rescue/behaviorist,




